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THE ACTOR’S RESOURCE

You have spoken.
Our Readers’ Choice

READERS' CHOICE AWARDS

Manhattan Monologue Slam

t's not really an open mike, but it is an experience. The first
I Monday of every month, actors gather at the Bowery Poetry

Club, where they'll be judged on their solilogquy skills. It's called
the Manhattan Monologue Slam, and it works like this: For the
first set, cight pre-booked performers do three-minute mono-
logues judged by showbiz pros such as Joseph Middleton, who has
cast The Bowrne Supremacy and other films; Taffy Questell, Spike
Lees casting director; Sarah Silverman; Andy Dick; and others.

The second set involves performers who signed up that night
and do a 30-second riff. The winners of cach set come back to
defend their titles at the next show. Anvone who wins a slam gets a
consultation with the judges that evening, and at the end of the
year there’s a showdown between the champions in New York and
L.A., where a similar competition is held. The winner gets $500
and a professional headshot session.

Best of all, says Tatiana Suarez Pico, who has competed in the
three-minute-monelogue section, “it’s a supportive environment;
it's not horribly competitive. It's special because the creators are
actors; they are out there looking for work. It has a level of energy
other places don't get, and they go out of their way to get real cast-
ing directors, because they want real credibility to the experience.”

Says Philip Galinsky, who hosts the four-year- .
ald event with his brother Robert, “It's a com- Top, Kate

munity for acoors, built by actors. It's totally Morthlich, and
interactive and approachable, and it's a great bottom,
networking tool.” Maria
Silverman with

The Bowery Poetry Club's Manhattan Robert

Moenologue Slam, 308 Bowery, NYC 10012; Galinksy |
www.mmslam.com. ) :

Runners-up: The Duplex Friday Might, The Duplex,
61 Christopher 5t., NYC 10014; (212) 255-5438;
www. theduplex.com.
Upright Citizens Brigade, 306 W, 26th St, NYC 10011;
(212) 366-9176; www.uchtheatre, com.
—Lewis Beale




